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ARCHITECT
* In Finland
* Internationally

QUALIFICATIONS
* In Finland
* Internationally
* Legislation

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE
* Continuous professional development CPD
* Providing services and business
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architect



Finlands ArkitektförbundSuomen Arkkitehtiliitto

4

* Arkkitehti - Master of Science (Arch.)
  is an academic title granted by Aalto University, Oulu University and Tampere University. 

* Arkkitehti / Architect is also a professional title, which is not protected by any legislation.

* There is no regulation concerning the use of terms “architectural” or “architect” 
   in the name of a firm or a practice. 

* The profession of an architect is an unregulated and unauthorized profession 
   like all the professions in Finnish building field.

* There is no need for registration or licence (at the moment)
   in order to practice as an architect or to provide architectural services in Finland.

* Scope of work can consist beside building design also e.g. urban planning and construction. 

Arkkitehti /Architect in Finland 

Pia Selroos 04.04.2024GENERAL INFO ON PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 
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Arkkitehti X/XX
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ACE Observatory 

Architects Council of Europe ACE
European countries represented by the ACE have over 600 000 qualified 
architects on the basis of 31 countries.
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https://aceobservatory.com/Home.aspx?Y=2018&c=Europe&l=EN
http://www.ace-cae.eu/
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https://ace-cae.eu/databank/#ace-sector-study
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qualifications
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Designer’s and foreman’s

QUALIFICATION
= education x experience

Designer’s and foreman’s

ELIGIBILITY 
= qualification in accordance to the difficulty of 
    a design or a foreman task of a project (building permit)

Pia Selroos 10/03/2025
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With the qualification certificate requirement 
in the Construction Act

the construction designers and supervisors will be classified 
as regulated professions.

Parliament’s Environment Committee
16.9.2022
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● Construction Act (21.4.2023)

● Act on providing qualifications of those in construction design and supervision 
tasks (21.4.2024)

● Act on amending the Construction Act (19.12.2024)

● Decree on the determination of construction planning and management tasks 
and required work experience (30.12.2024)

New legislation in force since 1.1.2025

Pia Selroos 10/03/2025
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● Exceptionally Difficult -level
● Very Difficult -level
● Difficult -level
● Ordinary -level (no need for professional experience)
● Minor -level (no need for the certificate)

All levels have a minimum requirement for the education and professional practice experience.

The qualifications levels by the Construction Act

Pia Selroos 10/3/2025
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Construction Act 751/2023
https://finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/2023/20230751

Eligibility requirements for designers  85 §

○ The building control authority must verify that 
the notified designer has the competence demonstrated by a certificate.

○ In a demanding, very demanding and exceptionally demanding task, the building control authority may 
also take into account the special features of the project when assessing the designer's 
qualifications.

○ In addition to determining eligibility, the building control authority may, for justified reasons, 
assess whether the designer's actual time-consuming resources are sufficient to perform the 
task.

  OR 

○ whether a person has demonstrated an inability to perform a similar task in a previous design 
assignment within the previous two years.
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liite 1
Koulutusvaatimukset 
rakennussuunnittelu-
tehtävissä
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Decree on the determination of 
construction planning and management 
tasks and required work experience 
(1063/2024)

https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/2024/20241063
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/2024/20241063
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/2024/20241063
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/2024/20241063
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The Ministry of the Environment has issued two years transition 
period for obtaining the required qualification certificate

1.1.2025 - 31.12.2026

The bodies authorized to act as a qualification body:
1. Kiwa Inspecta Certification Ltd 
2. SETI Personnel and Company Assessment Ltd
3. FISE Ltd

SAFA is one of the 19 shareholders 
and runs the qualification board for Building Designers 

Pia Selroos 10/03/2025
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The Ministry of the Environment has made a decision that all designers and 

foremen approved by local building control authorities between 1 January 

2020 and 31 December 2024 to work in corresponding positions, both in 

terms of the level of complexity and the intended use of the construction 

project. 

The decision ensures that there are enough qualified designers and 

foremen for construction projects until the certificates of competence in 

accordance with the Construction Act have been issued.

Pia Selroos 10/03/2025
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Professional Qualification Directive (2005/36/EY) 

● Automatic recognition

Architects benefiting from automatic recognition together with doctors of medicine, nurses, dental 

practitioners, veterinary surgeons, midwives and pharmacists.

● General system

● Partial access  

Annex V.7.  

 5.7.1. Evidence of formal qualifications of architects recognised pursuant to Article 46

Annex VI

 Evidence of formal qualifications of architects benefitting from. Acquired rights pursuant to Articlee 49 (1)

Legislation on European Union Level

Pia Selroos 10/03/2025

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/single-market/single-market-services/free-movement-professionals/policy-developments/legislation-professional-qualifications_en
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/single-market/services/free-movement-professionals/policy/legislation_en
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/single-market/services/free-movement-professionals/policy/legislation_en
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PQD 36/2005/EY
Liite V.7 Arkkitehdit
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professiona practice
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•  CAREER SERVICES
* SAFA mentoringprogram https://www.safa.fi/mentorointi/
* TEK events and trainings
   https://www.tek.fi/en/events

• CPD
* SAFAn täydennyskoulutus

           https://www.safa.fi/koulutus-ja-ura/safa-kouluttaa/

• VOLUNTARY BASED QUALIFICATIONS
* FISE qualifications https://fise.fi/en/
   Planner, building designer and principal designer

           https://www.patevyyspalvelu.fi/ 

Continuous professional development CPD

Pia Selroos 10/03/2025
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• HELP WITH A BUSINESS PLAN
  https://uusyrityskeskus.fi/en/homepage/
  * an entrepreneurship info or book a meeting for counselling

* 31 Enterprise Agencies in Finland offering free and confidential business counselling 
to all interested in entrepreneurship 
      

• PROCUREMENT AND DESIGN CONTRACTS 
  https://skol.teknologiateollisuus.fi/fi/tietoa-alasta/julkaisut

* General conditions for consulting KSE 2013 
  Obs. private clients and Consumer Protection Act (38/1972)

• LIABILITIES AND INSURANCES
 * consultant liability insurance

Architectural services and business
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Kiitos!
pia.selroos@safa.fi


